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WHY A NEW SCHOOL IS NEEDED

Everybody has heard about the  population
explosion™ . . . in the Parish of St. Patrick,
Monkstown, the population growth — as shown
by a census taken this Spring — makes it essen-
tial that we provide facilities for the educalion
of no less than 1,500 children now under the age

of seven, ‘
More than 1,000 boys and girls of this Parish
“must attend schools outside the Parish . . . But
it is the responsibility of the Parish to provide
(acilities for the primary education of every child
living within its boundaries,
When the cxisting Blessed Oliver Plunkett
_GQrhoo! was baiit 10 1929 its four rooms Were
adequate for the small school-going population—
around 200. To-day it can cater only for boys
up to the age of seven, and girls to ten. The site
is not suitable for further development and a new
location for a Iarge; thool had to'be sought.
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THE SCHOOL WERE BUILDING

We nfust build the best school -within our
means . . . the Department of Education 15 co-
operating in this endeavour and has sanctioned a
«school of the most modern type. Each classroom
is a separate unit with ils own cloakroom facili-
ties, grouped around an ﬁlj.f.scmbh' Hall which
will provide accommodation for school and

parish events.

The site is in Upper Monkstown with
approaches from Monkstown _Fw-:nue, St
Patrick'’s Crescent and Dunedin Terrace. It

covers 34 acres, was purchased at a reasonable
price, provides adequate room for a bright, airy

-school-and--pleatyof -play space. :

The school's 16 classrooms — eight for boys,
eight for girls — will provide teaching through
all stages/fram Infants to 6th Standard, A
cookery will be provided for domestic
clafses—720 children will be accom-
paje ;fsrs will have more than 30 pupils.
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PAYING THE BILL

I School-building costs approximately £4,000 a
classroom: £3,000 for desks and essential eqdip-
ment: the hall, £15,000; the site, £6,000. .A loan
must be raised to pay for the work, interest must

be paid on the loan,

The Department of Education will pay five-
sixths of the classroom cost, two-thirds of the
cost of the hall. This leaves the Parish with a
substantial — but not too burdensome — sum

to raise,

Schools are a community responsibility within
the Parish, therefore the responsibility for fmanc-
ing the project is with every Parishioner — not
only parents. Because it js a duty which every-
one shares, the cost does not fall heavily on any-
one,

The Monthly Charch Funds Collection is
being suspended. Voluntary Collectors will visit
each parishioner within the coming weeks to
facilifate your contributions to the fund...
2s, 6d. a week_ from each household is the con-
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